
County Councillor’s Report July 2017 

Community hospital beds 

I spoke at Devon County Council's Health and Adult Care Scrutiny Committee on 19 June and 
East Devon District Council's Scrutiny Committee on 22 June to oppose the NEW Devon 
Clinical Commissioning Group’s plans for cutting beds in Seaton and Honiton hospitals. 

I was disappointed that Health Scrutiny, on the recommendation of the Chair, Councillor Sara 
Randall Johnson, delayed a decision on whether or not to refer the CCG’s decisions to the 
Secretary of State for Health until 25 July. There have been reliable reports that staff are leaving 
and patients being turned away from both hospitals, although ‘permanent closure’ is not 
scheduled until September (Honiton) and October (Seaton). The delay risks leaving us with a 
fait accompli. 

EDDC’s Scrutiny Committee, however, expressed 'great concern that there will be no 
community hospital beds east of Sidmouth, leaving residents in a whole swathe of eastern 
Devon remote from the nearest hospital facilities.' The Committee also agreed to write to DCC's 
Health Scrutiny Committee, urging it to refer the matter to the Secretary of State for Health 'as a 
matter of urgency'. The Chair, Councillor Roger Giles, repeatedly asked the CCG 'how many 
additional staff will be required' for the CCG's new model of care, only to be told merely 'what is 
required'.  

There is mounting cross-party support for looking again at the CCG's completely indefensible 
switch of beds away from Seaton. County Councillor Ian Hall and Councillor Andrew Moulding, 
both representing Axminster, Mike McAlpine, Chair of the Committee for the Axe Valley Health 
Hub, and Seaton's Deputy Mayor, Martin Pigott, all made strong arguments against this switch 
in these meetings. CCG representatives, Dr Sonja Manton at DCC and Dr John Kerr at EDDC, 
both avoided answering direct questions about the flawed case for axing Seaton's beds.  

Highways reporting 

I am in regular touch with parishes and our Neighbourhood Highways Officer, Stephen Kelly, 
stephen.kelly@devon.gov.uk, about issues that councils and residents have brought to me. On 
23 July I attended a Highways induction for new members. I was given a huge amount of 
information, but some points seem important to pass on now: 

1. Issues should be reported online whenever possible, at https://new.devon.gov.uk/
roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/ Online reporting means issues go directly to the 
teams which deal with them (e.g. potholes to the contactor filling them, hedges to the 
hedge-cutting team), rather than taking extra time if emailed or phoned in. 

2. If there are two or more nearby potholes, or hedges which are obstructing drivers’ vision 
(the ones the County will cut), make a report for each hole or hedge separately. This 
helps them to see clusters of issues. 

https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/
https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/


3. Remember that they have criteria for filling potholes (a 40 mm drop at the rim of the 
hole, not in the middle, and minimum width of 300 mm). The contractors will only fill the 
ones that are reported and fit these criteria, not others. This explains why some holes 
are filled while nearby ones are not (not my policy - don’t shoot the messenger!). 

I will be attending the East Devon Highways and Traffic Order Committee (HATOC) on 24 July. I 
will see if it is possible to get any last-minute additions to the 2017-18 schedule. Otherwise, new 
requests will be for 2018-19. 

Traffic group 

Colyton Parish Council have asked for a meeting with the NHO and myself, which will take 
place on 10 July. I am aware that there have been different practices in the two previous 
divisions on ‘traffic group’ meetings. I have also heard different views on the effectiveness of 
such meetings. If parishes see a benefit in regular divisional meetings, rather than in dealing 
with Highways issues directly with the NHO and myself, I will convene them. 

Speeding 

On 14 July, I will be attending a meeting with Neil Parish MP and Highways officers, arranged at 
the request of the Speedwatch teams at Colyford and Seaton Down Hill, about the speeding 
problems in these two areas and possible solutions. 

Stop Line Way 

On 3 July, I will be meeting Ros Mills of the County Rights of Way team about issues relating to 
different sections of the Stop Line Way cycle and walk way, brought to me by residents in both 
Colyford and Seaton. 

Other issues 

I have intended induction sessions on Children’s and Schools and on Health and Adult Care 
services. 

I have circulated details to parishes of DCC’s Property Level Resilience (PLR) Grant Scheme, to 
which householders at risk from flooding can apply for approximately £5,000. Contact Flood 
Risk on 01392 383000. 

Martin Shaw, 24 June 2017


