
County Councillor’s report June 2017 
 

I will send out a written report to all parishes towards the end of each month, for the following 
month’s meetings. As often as possible, I will attend parish meetings to speak to my report and 
answer questions. 
 
1. Annual meeting of Devon County Council 
 
I attended this meeting on 25 May, at which the new officers of the Council were elected. It is a 
formal event because all significant decisions have been made in advance between the leaders 
of the majority Conservatives (42 seats) and the minority groups, the Liberal Democrats (7), 
Labour (7) and Non-aligned Group (4). As an Independent, I belong to the Non-aligned Group, 
together with fellow Independent, Claire Wright (Otter Valley), another Independent and a Green 
councillor, both from other parts of Devon. 
 
2. Committee memberships 
 
I will be a member of the Corporate Infrastructure and Regulatory Services Scrutiny Committee, 
which may be more interesting than it sounds because it deals with how the Council organises 
itself and spends its money, and also with oversight of Highways. I will also be on the Rights of 
Way Committee, and represent the Council on the Beer Community Land Trust. So far as 
committees on which I do not sit, I still have a right to attend and speak. 
 
3. Locality Budget 
 
I have now had a general briefing on this, but I am consulting further with officers on how to 
handle it, in view of practices in the two former divisions. I will send further information shortly. 
Parishes and community groups can of course apply for funding at any point in the year via the 
County Council website. 
 
5. Highways matters 
 
On 23 May, I met for the first time with Stephen Kelly, the Neighbourhood Highways Officer for 
the new Seaton & Colyton division. I went through a list of all the issues of which parishes and 
residents had made me aware, so that Stephen knows of them. He gave me preliminary 
indications of the situation concerning each, or undertook to look into them. I will report further 
next month. 
 
6. Hospital beds 
 
Keeping the in-patient beds in Seaton and Honiton Hospitals has been a priority in my first three 
weeks as your County Councillor. The day after my election on 5 May, I attempted to revive the 
proposal for a judicial review of the NEW Devon CCG’s decision to remove the Seaton beds. 



However despite raising over £5,000 in a week, I was forced to conclude that there were 
insufficient funds and time to pursue this potentially very costly course. The Hospital League of 
Friends, through whom donations were made, are now arranging to return money to donors who 
wished it to be returned if not used for judicial review. 
 
I will now press for the County’s newly reappointed Health Scrutiny Committee, at its first 
meeting on 19 June, to use its legal power to refer the decision to the new Secretary of State for 
Health who will be appointed after the General Election. I shall be writing to the committee’s 
Chair about the CCG’s answer to the question the committee asked about the choice of 
Sidmouth rather than Seaton for the 24-bed unit in the proposed new arrangements, since I am 
not satisfied with their answer. 
 
Martin Shaw 
 
26 May 2017 
 
 


