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Community ‘conversation’ about health in Honiton 
 
I attended a half-day gathering on ‘Honiton’s Health Matters’ at the Beehive. This was a 
constructive gathering of about 60 people, with representatives of many community groups, 
which heard speakers from the RD&E, the Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), local doctors 
and others. Round-table workshop discussions had a big emphasis on improving coordination 
among voluntary organisations and their connections with NHS services. 
 
Proposed Seaton and district health event 
 
The Honiton event, and a similar in Okehampton, are the first in a series of ‘conversations’ 
proposed by the CCG and RD&E to enable communities centred on ‘market towns’ to say what 
they want from ‘place-based’ delivery of health care. I am helping to plan a similar gathering for 
the Seaton area in March: it will not be a public meeting but will be open to all community 
organisations concerned with health and wellbeing in a broad sense. This will be our opportunity 
to say which services we want delivered locally, including in Seaton hospital.  
 
Report by the CCG and NHS Property Services on future of hospital buildings 
 
After I raised this at the September and November meetings of Health Scrutiny, the Committee 
received a report at its meeting on 25th January. While NHS Property Services now owns the 
hospitals and communities have no legal rights as a result of their contributions, NHS PS 
acknowledged that they are ‘always happy to work with local communities to consider local 
services’. Scrutiny’s resolution requested that NHS PS ‘uphold this undertaking’ and keeps the 
Committee informed on the timeline for changes in the status of the hospitals. 
 
Crucially, there will be no precipitate decisions on the future of the buildings, but the CCG will 
decide what space they need after the community conversations on ‘place-based’ care. Hopeful 
signs that the CCG include the RD&E’s publicity for increased use of the Minor Injury Unit at 
Honiton; the introduction of FORCE Chemotherapy into Okehampton Hospital; and NHS PS’s 
emphasis on the Budleigh hub. While there are no guarantees that these will be replicated in 
Seaton, they emphasise the importance of the conversations now beginning. 
 
Performance of the NHS in Devon and the winter crisis 
 
Also at Health Scrutiny, it was reported that bed-blocking has been halved since the ‘new model 
of care’ was introduced. However I referred to figures which show that performance of the 
RD&E and the other 3 Devon trusts on key waiting time targets for A&E, cancer care and 
planned operations has all got worse in the last 12 months. Unfortunately the NHS 
organisations, including the ambulance services, failed to provide proper reports on the winter 
crisis, but Claire Wright insisted on information being made available quickly to the committee.  



 
Devon Accountable Care System (ACS) and Accountable Care Organisations (ACOs) 
 
The ACS is a new framework for the NHS in Devon from 1st April, which could lead to the 
development of ACOs later in 2018/19. ACOs could involve 10- to 15-year contracts being 
agreed for all services in Devon, which Jeremy Hunt has confirmed will be open to private 
providers. These contracts could lead to permanent rationing of care, since patients will only be 
entitled to what is contracted, built-in differences in standards across the country, and loss of 
scrutiny as private providers can claim commercial confidentiality. The contracts are being 
challenged in the courts, the Health Select Committee is urgently looking at them, and NHS 
England has been forced to agree to a 12-week consultation. Deplorably, the Devon 
Accountable Care System was not brought to Health Scrutiny until I exercised my right to put it 
on the agenda. As a result, the Committee will examine it at a special meeting (unless the ACS 
is postponed, in which case this will be on March 22nd). I told Health Scrutiny that there is no 
public consensus for private contractors running Devon’s NHS. 
 
Council Tax 
 
I expect that DCC, which has lost £15m of central government funding and faces increased 
pressures from social care, will agree another above-inflation increase. Highways will face 
reductions: the only funding for local roads in 2018-19 may be the £47k Pothole Action Fund. 
 
Colyford 
 
CROSSING: A likely location was reported at a meeting which I chaired including Neil Parish 
MP. Highways will discuss issues with the Grammar School in order to progress this. 
VEHICLE ACTIVATED SIGNS: a location for a 2nd sign has been agreed, but must await a 
replacement lamppost later in 2018. I hope that funding for both signs will be finalised soon. 
NEW 52 BUS SERVICE. I pressed for this to include Colyford but it will not for the time being. 
 
Colyton & Southleigh 
 
PATCHING will begin soon (Records X to Blackbury Camp, Downhayne & Ridgeway Lanes). 
 
Seaton 
 
TOURIST SIGNAGE SCHEME: I helped broker an agreement, including a donation from my 
Locality budget, and this has now been signed off. 
SEATON DOWN HILL: work on a new pedestrian refuge is about to begin and I am awaiting 
advice on the funding of the 40 mph limit, which is agreed in principle. 
HARBOUR ROAD CROSSING: Highways are unlikely to have the funding for this in 2018-19. I 
propose that the Town Council and residents join me in approaching Tesco, who had to remove 
the crossing they originally installed. 


