
County Councillor’s Report, January 2018 
 

Community meeting on health services in the Honiton area 
 
Crucial decisions on the future of the community hospitals are expected from the CCG in 
January. In the meanwhile, the following event has been announced. I would encourage 
parishes near Honiton to take part. It is hoped to have something similar in Seaton shortly.  
 

Honiton’s Health Matters - Going Forward Together 
Thursday 18th January 2018, Beehive Main Hall,  9.30 for 10am start – 1.30pm  
Context:  This event is the start of a community conversation with key stakeholder 
organisations around the future health and wellbeing of residents in response to  the new 
landscape affecting Honiton and its environs as a result of NHS and Government policies 
advocating placed-based health provision and cross-sector collaborative working. 
The aim:  To discuss what we know, where there are gaps/challenges and how, as a 
community we will address these to ensure collaborative approaches to co-design and 
co-produce local health services/activities that meet the needs of all the people in our 
communities. 
Invitees: Management and senior level employees / volunteers / trustees across the public, 
private, community, voluntary and social enterprise sector. 
Speakers:   
Ø Professor Em Wilkinson-Brice – Deputy Chief Executive / Chief Nurse RD&E 
Ø Dr Simon Kerr – Chair, Eastern Locality New Devon CCG 
Ø Julia Cutforth - Community Services Manager,  Honiton and Ottery St Mary 
Ø Ways2Wellbeing  - Social Prescribing, Speaker to be confirmed 
Ø Charlotte Hanson - Chief Officer, Action East Devon  
Ø Heather Penwarden- Chair, Honiton Hospital League of Friends 
If you’re reading an electronic version of this report, you can book a place here 
 
Road repairs and pothole policy 
 
I have at last made progress on two longstanding issues which I inherited when I was elected: 

● Northern Lane, Branscombe, has been comprehensively patched 
● Townsend Avenue, Seaton, has been put into the resurfacing programme for 2018-19. 

 
I will have a Pothole Action Fund of £47,000 in 2018-19 for the 9 parishes in the division.  
I also expect to see the County’s review of its widely-criticised ‘safety defect’ policy (only filling 
holes which are 300 mm wide and 40 mm deep at the edge), early in the new year.  
 
Change in bus services from Seaton, Beer and Colyford to Exeter 
 
First Wessex will stop running the X52 from Lyme Regis to Exeter on 21 January 2018. DCC 
have agreed to subsidise Axe Valley Buses to run one bus per day to Exeter and return (in July 

https://goo.gl/forms/O9TU4PVOJo5BGoRi2


they turned down my request to support a fuller service, but I believe that pressure may have 
helped in securing support for the new service). Once the timetable, etc., become clear, it may 
be useful to have discussions on the future of services in the area, involving parish councils and 
other interested parties. 
  
Impact of Brexit on Devon 
 
As the Brexit talks move to the future economic relationship with Europe, Devon County Council 
will be discussing the possible impacts on Devon. At the December Council, the Leader, Cllr 
John Hart, said that ‘Until details emerge, it is not possible to answer whether the risks outweigh 
the opportunities.’ I argued against this that the Council should not wait to see what Government 
produces, but should tell Government what kind of Brexit which would be in Devon’s best 
interests. I agree with Neil Parish MP that ‘it’s crucial the UK retains a close relationship with the 
EU market’. The dependence of agriculture on EU exports (7/8 go to the EU), the fact that 70% 
of Exeter’s and 68% of Plymouth’s exports go to the EU, the loss of doctors and nurses to 
Devon’s NHS, and the importance of EU staff and students to Exeter University, are some of the 
reasons why Devon needs close economic links with Europe.  
 
I therefore proposed a motion that Devon should tell Government that the UK needs to remain 
in the Single Market and Customs Union. This was remitted to Cabinet and will return, with their 
recommendation, to the next Council meeting at the beginning of February. I recognise that the 
majority of voters locally and in Devon supported the UK leaving the EU. The current argument 
is about the terms of Brexit. I am aware that there has not been sufficient discussion locally of 
the options and I would welcome constituents’ views. 
 
Devolution and the link-up of Devon and Somerset 
 
On December 7, Council endorsed controversial proposals to set up a formal Joint Committee 
Devon with Somerset, with a view to forming an extra layer of bureaucracy, a Combined 
Authority for the so-called ‘Heart of the South West’. I moved an amendment to place the 
proposals on hold so as to give further consideration to  

1. Whether a combination with Somerset is the best framework. I argued that there is no 
reason for this apart from the ‘benefits’ of the HInkley C nuclear project, which are 
unlikely to come to most of Devon, and that we should consider other options including 
Devon-only devolution. 

2. A more realistic and inclusive economic strategy, which would offer something to the 
rural, coastal areas of Devon and our small towns as well as to Exeter. 

3. How devolved arrangements can secure democratic consent. I argued that people don’t 
know they live in the ‘Heart of the South West’ and have never been asked their views 
on the proposals. 

 
Liberal Democrat and Green councillors joined Independents in voting for my amendment, but 
most Labour members joined the Conservative majority in voting it down. 


