
County Councillor’s Report March 2018 
 
Seaton and Area Health Matters - Going Forward Together 
 
I have been involved in organising this event on Friday 23rd March 2018 – Seaton Town Hall, 
9.00 for 9.30 am start – 1.00pm. Book here: https://goo.gl/forms/7laMUjhByt8F0w053 (right click 
on link to open booking form) 
  

‘You are invited to participate in this community led event with key stakeholders around 
the future health and wellbeing of all the people in our communities, in response to  the new 
landscape affecting Seaton and surrounding area as a result of NHS and Government policies 
advocating Place-Based Care in health provision and cross-sector collaborative working with 
community groups 

 ‘The aim: to discuss what we know, where there are gaps/challenges and how, as a 
community we will address these to ensure collaborative approaches to co-design and 
co-produce local health services/activities that meet the needs of all the people in our 
communities. 

‘Invitees: management, senior level employees and volunteers / trustees from 
community, voluntary and social enterprise sector as well as public and private organisations 
(includes all parish councils).  

Area to include: Seaton, Colyford, Colyton, Beer, Axmouth, Branscombe, Southleigh. 
  
PROGRAMME:  
Welcome: Mayor of Seaton – Cllr Jack Rowland  
Community Context: 
• Dr Mark Welland - Chairman of Seaton & District Hospital League of Friends 
• Roger Trapani - Community Representative,  Devon Health and Care Forum 
• Charlotte Hanson – Chief Officer, Action East Devon 
Strategic and Services Overview – Place Based Care: 
• Laura Waterton – Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation Trust 
• Richard Anderson - Health and Social Care Community Services Manager 
• Dr Jennie Button - Social Prescribing Lead - Ways 2 Wellbeing project in Seaton 
Workshop, Networking and Discussion will form the main part of this event: 
• Workshop 1 – What is working well and what are the challenges for Seaton and 
surrounding area? 
• Workshop 2 – Working together to improve health and wellbeing outcomes?   What 
support do we need? 
 
Honiton’s Health Matters 
 
The follow-up event will be held in Honiton Community College from 6-8 pm on March 6th. 
I attended a similar follow-up event in Okehampton, as an observer, on 6th February, to get an 
idea of how this process can be developed constructively for our own areas. 

https://goo.gl/forms/7laMUjhByt8F0w053


Pothole Action Fund, 2018-19 
 
I have put forward for repair (1) the road between Northleigh Cross and Offwell Brook, (2) the 
road to the north of Drummerstone Cross, Offwell, and (3) Beer Road, Seaton. As a result of 
additional government funding, there will be further money for road repairs in the coming 
financial year. When I know our allocation, I will ask parishes for their priorities. Work approved 
for patching in the current financial year should be completed by the end of March. 
 
Stop Line Way cycle route 
 
I am meeting officers from Devon County Council’s Public Rights of Way team on 26th February 
to discuss the way forward for this route. 
 
I questioned the council tax rise to 4.99 per cent 
 
This was approved with the budget for 2018-19 at Council on 15th Feb. I said that while 
everyone wanted to protect vulnerable old, young and disabled people, it was unfair to council 
tax payers on low incomes to impose another swingeing increase (bringing the rise in DCC’s 
couuncil tax over the last 3 years to 14 per cent). The ruling Conservatives voted down the 
Independents’ proposal to spend £5 million to save 30 health visitor posts, funding for foster 
carers and the school counselling service - instead using this money to add to reserves. 
 
I questioned the Accountable Care System (ACS) for Devon’s NHS starting on 1st April 
 
The Cabinet Member for Health and Adult Care, Cllr Leadbetter, told me there was no plan to 
introduce an Accountable Care Organisation (ACO), but I was not satisfied and proposed a 
motion for the ACS to be put on hold, as there has been no public discussion of these big 
changes. This was remitted to Cabinet on 14th March. Before this, Cllr Claire Wright and I will 
meet the CCGs to discuss the ACS on 5th March. It looks as though it will also go to Health 
Scrutiny on the 22nd. I spoke about the issue at a rally for the NHS in Exeter on 3rd February. 
 
I urged the County to lobby Government for a Brexit deal which protects Devon’s 
exporters, farmers, universities and hospitality trade, by keeping close to the EU 
  
The Cabinet had amended my motion along these lines so that the Council would merely note 
and monitor the impacts of Brexit. I proposed a new amendment ‘that the Council lobbies 
Government to secure the trade, customs and migration arrangements with the European Union 
which will do least damage to the economy of Devon’, but the Conservative Party voted en bloc 
against this. 
 
I also challenged the Leader, Cllr John Hart, over his decision to block a Devon for Europe rally 
being held in County Hall grounds, without discussing with the organisers. I said that whether or 
not you agreed with this rally, allowing peaceful protest is part of democracy. 


