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HEALTH  
Community hospitals  
I have continued to work to save our community hospitals, speaking on the issue in the full 
Council and Health Scrutiny Committee. I think we have helped make closure of hospitals much 
less likely. 
Seaton hospital  
I have worked to maintain and expand the provision of services in Seaton hospital, as a member 
of the steering committee of the Seaton Area Health Matters Conversations, which has 
prepared a business case for a health hub in the hospital which will be discussed with the NHS 
organisations. 
 
HIGHWAYS 
Road repairs 
I dedicated my Pothole Action Fund budget to repairing the Smallicombe road in Northleigh, one 
of the worst rural roads which had been passed over for repair for years, and my Resilience 
funding to roads in Seaton, Colyton and Offwell. I finally got Highways to complete the 
resurfacing of Townsend Avenue, Seaton, which was more than two years overdue, and 
Highways completed a number of other projects in the area. However there remain some really 
bad stretches of road in Branscombe, Southleigh and elsewhere which we must try to get 
repaired in 2019-20. 
Potholes etc. 
Highways are moving a more flexible approach in dealing with potholes, and a better public 
information system, partly as a result of a task group of which I was a member. 
Speed limits 
I pushed through the reduction of speed limit from 60 to 40 on Seaton Down Hill and its junction 
with the A3052, which should be implemented in the coming months. I was part of a task group 
on speed limits which is proposing ways to encourage more 20 limits in towns and villages. 
Wilmington and A35 
I took the local community’s frustration with Highways England to the County Council and won 
their support for action on the crossings and other improvements needed in the village. HE have 
agreed in principle to implement these as part of a new ‘route-treatment’ scheme for the A35 
centred on average speed cameras. However there has been further slippage in the timetable 
about which I have protested. I have also raised the breach of national air quality limits in 
Wilmington at the County Council, but implementation of an Air Quality Management Zone 
would be a matter for EDDC. 
Colyford crossing. 
I have been working with Highways, the Parish Council, the Village Residents Association and 
the Grammar School to try to find a solution to get the agreed crossing implemented. In the 
meanwhile two Vehicle Activated Signs have been erected which are helping with speeding. 
Beer village routing 
I supported new signs to route heavy traffic for the caravan site away from the village centre. 



Cycle route 
I have obtained the agreement of Highways to a new approach to securing the missing link in 
Seaton Wetlands, and have pressed for extension of the route northwards from Colyford but 
have been told that there is simply no funding (unlike for Exeter). I have repreatedly complained 
about the failure to install a sign telling cyclists to take through the Wetlands rather than 
continuing on Seaton Road, Colyford, and I will keep pressing until this is done. 
 
GENERAL 
Council budget and Council Tax 
Together with Independent colleagues, I opposed the proposal to yet again raise council tax 
above inflation, in order mainly to boost reserves, while average incomes are rising less than 
inflation. 
Outsourcing 
I have regularly criticised the harm to council services of outsourcing arrangements, e.g. the 
change in Highways contractor which disrupted services in 2018-19 and the disastrous 
Gigaclear contract with Connecting Devon and Somerset which has been described as a 
‘mini-Brexit’. 
Brexit 
I am well aware that a majority of voters in Seaton and Colyton supported leaving the EU in 
2016. However I believe that the County Council has a duty to ensure that the local economy a 
and residents’ interests are not harmed by the way in which this takes place. I have repeatedly 
pressed the Council to be more proactive in raising Devon’s interests with Government, but until 
recently the majority have opposed this. Recently, however, the Conservative Leader of the 
Council, John Hart, has spoken out against the effects of the ‘Brexit shambles’ and the Council 
has tried to prepare for the danger of a No Deal Brexit, which raises serious concerns over 
medical supplies, food supply chains, citizens rights, animal exports, animal feed imports, etc. 
Libraries 
As a member of the Corporate Infrastructure and Regulatory Services Scrutiny Committee, I 
have helped raise concerns about the repeated decline in library stock and issues. Devon has 
kept all 50 libraries open, but less use of their core functions threatens their continued 
medium-term existence. Scrutiny recommended a new Key Performance Indicator for children’s 
issues, and I have raised the sharp decline in children’s library issues in the last two years with 
the County Council and Libraries Unlimited which run the libraries. 
Meetings 
I have regularly attended all 9 parish councils and chaired 6 local traffic group meetings. 
Grants 
I made Locality and ‘Investing in Devon’ grants in Seaton, Colyton, Beer and Farway. New 
locality grants can be applied for by councils and community groups in 2019-20. Application 
forms are at https://new.devon.gov.uk/democracy/councillors-nav/locality-budgets/ 
 
CONTACT Email cllrmartinshaw@gmail.com 07972 760254 
Website: www.seatonmatters.org (you can sign up to receive email updates) 
Facebook: County Councillor Martin Shaw. Twitter: @MartinShawEDA 
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