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Connecting Devon and Somerset: broadband rollout is a ‘mini-Brexit’ says 
Cabinet member 

 
The disaster that is the Gigaclear superfast broadband rollout came back to the 
Corporate Infrastructure and Regulatory Services Scrutiny Committee on 23rd March. 
Councillor Rufus Gilbert, the cabinet member responsible, called it a ‘mini-Brexit’. Even 
if it all works out in the end, 50,000 homes and businesses still won’t be connected in 
2020. But no one is confident and Gigaclear may still end up in default on their contract.  
 
Cllr Gilbert’s point was that ‘we don’t want a hard exit’ from the contract, as this could 
make things even worse. He claimed that we will know ‘by the summer’ whether 
Gigaclear can recover – the rollout timetable for communities is still unknown. But when 
I pressed for a more definitive update at the next Scrutiny meeting on 26 June, he said 
that would be too early. This debacle, impacted but not solely caused by the Carillion 
collapse, must surely raise a large black mark against outsourcing in Devon.  
 
Better Broadband Voucher Scheme 
 
In the meanwhile, people affected will be able (from April) to claim from the national 
Better Broadband Voucher Scheme. I’ll pass on details when I have them. 
 
On-street parking tariffs: need for strategic approach which supports public 
transport and cycling recognised by County committee 

 
The Corporate Infrastructure and Regulatory Services Scrutiny Committee also debated 
a ‘call in’ of proposed increases in on-street parking charges, which the Lib Dems 
argued were inconsistent and in some cases excessive. However the point was made 
by Labour Councillor Yvonne Atkinson that we need to look at the possibility of using 
parking income to support public transport and cycling. I urged a more ‘strategic’ 
approach and this was recommended by the Committee. 
 
Outsourced property management: review coming  

Devon County Council outsources its property management to Norfolk Property 
Services. DCC has a 20 per cent equity in NPS, but its forecast profit share in 2019-20 
is a mere £78k. This emerged at DCC’s Corporate Infrastructure and Regulatory 
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Services Scrutiny Committee, leading Tory councillor Paul Crabb to comment that ‘all 
the income generation is cheques from County Hall’ – the point of the outsourced 
arrangement is not clear. A review of property management will begin soon. 
 
Road markings on the A3052 
 
After complaints from a constituent about disappearing markings making it difficult to 
judge the road at night, I have asked Steve Kelly, the Neighbourhood Highways Officer, 
to investigate. 
 
Deteriorating Branscombe roads to be put forward for patching 
 
Steve has agreed to put several areas towards Weston forward for patching when new 
funds are available in April, after reporting them as defects failed to secure repairs. 
 
I also attended a meeting with Steve, the National Trust and the chair of the parish 
about the bridge near the village hall, and it looks as though progress was made. 
 
Smallicombe Road, Northleigh, and Townsend Avenue, Seaton 
 
These roadworks, both of which I have been pressing for since I was elected, have 
finally been completed to the satisfaction of residents. 
 
Annual Local Waiting Restriction Programme 
 
Restrictions in New Cut, Beer, and South Street, Govers Meadow and Sidmouth Road, 
Colyton, have been approved by HATOC. 
 
Colyford crossing 
 
I met with Mr Tim Harris, Head Teacher of Colyton Grammar School, to discuss 
proposals which would enable the proposed crossing to be used by his pupils. These 
are now being discussed by Colyford residents and I am waiting to hear from them 
before returning to Highways. 
 
Coly Valley Traffic Group 
 
I chaired this meeting on 23rd March. It was confined to Colyton matters due to the 
attendance. 


