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Colyton Fire Station 

I attended the Fire Service consultation in Colyton Town Hall on 16 July and strongly 
emphasised our opposition all the options, as they all include the closure of Colyton. 

Highways England’s ‘route treatment scheme’ to deal with safety on the A35   

Togehter with Cllr Andrew Pearsall, chair of Widworthy Parish Council, and Dr Phil Webber, 
chair of the A35 Action Group, I attended a meeting in Exeter on 17 July at which Andy Roberts 
of Highways England presented the results of a consultants’ report on the proposed ‘route 
treatment’ scheme based on average speed-cameras. The report showed that there would be 
real and ‘cost-effective’ safety gains from the proposals, which include 2 crossings in Wilmington 
and one in Kilmington. 

The proposals need further tweaking but Andy hopes they will go forward for approval within this 
financial year with detailed design work in 2020-21, which would mean the earliest date for 
implementation would be in 2021-22.  

Traffic groups to merge? 

The Coly Valley Traffic Group on 22 July, for the second meeting running, was attended only by 
representatives of Colyton parish. It therefore proposed that it should merge with the Seaton, 
Beer and Branscombe Traffic Group, which would enable meetings every 2 months instead of 
ever 4 months, with quicker following up of issues.  

It would be helpful if all parishes could give their views on this proposal. If all parties agree, the 
first meeting of a combined Seaton and Colyton Traffic Group will be in Seaton on 16 
September, to be followed by one in Colyton on 25 November, alternating after that. 

Local action on the Climate and Environmental Emergency 

As a member of Seaton Town Council’s Climate Emergency Working Group, I chaired an open 
exploratory meeting on 24 July, with 14 local people, including several from Colyton, Beer and 
Branscombe, and many of them members of Extinction Rebellion Seaton. The working group is 
present to STC’s August meeting. 

No Deal Brexit 

The Cabinet member for Economy, Cllr Rufus Gilbert, presented a report on the Council’s 
preparations for Brexit, mainly describing administrative arrangements involving the County and 
other SW councils. The report said that ‘it is very difficult for the Council to predict and plan for 



this unprecedented event.’ However it is known that the Devon is near the end of supply chains 
for medicines, food, etc., and that No Deal could involve big disruption for farmers.  

The Cabinet member’s report also said, ‘This situation is not of our making’, but I pointed out 
that many Conservative councillors had presumably voted for Boris Johnson knowing he was 
pursuing a damaging No Deal, so they should take their share of the responsibility for it. 

Devon NHS underperformance 

A report to the June Health Scrutiny meeting showed that the NHS in Devon continues its 
chronic underperformance and is below the national average in the average time it takes for 
people to be referred to a cancer specialist; the time from referral for cancer treatment to the 
actual treatment; and the waiting time for non-emergency, so-called ‘elective’ operations such 
as hip and knee replacements. A&E waits are also under target, although not so much as the 
national average, while vaccination rates have improved. 

My Independent colleague Cllr Claire Wright successfully proposed that in future the committee 
receives a 6-monthly report covering these issues. At the County Council on 25 July, I ‘called’ 
the minute about this discussion and spoke about the urgency of improvement in these areas. 
With cancer, I said, delays cost lives. 

Devon NHS ten-year plan 

Devon NHS is developing a plan and there is a questionnaire which you can fill in at 
https://www.devonstp.org.uk/get-involved/better-for-you-better-for-devon/. However the 
questionnaire doesn’t cover cancer care at all. 

Library data to be made more open 

On 3 July, I met DCC’s head of Community services, Simon Kitchen, and the Cabinet member 
responsible, Cllr Roger Croad, together with Dr Sarah Jones of Branscombe who has been 
campaigning for greater openness in library data. Simon revealed to us proposals to regularly 
publish data for individual libraries, as well as for the service as a whole, about library stock, 
adult and children’s issues, etc.  

This should be a major step forward, since it will enable everyone concerned about the future of 
the libraries to monitor what is going on much more closely than at present. I am waiting for 
Simon to confirm the details and timing of the change. 

Public Rights of Way Committee 

I took part in a meeting of this committee on 4 July. There were no items relating to our area, 
but an interesting item of rights of way in Lympstone. 

https://www.devonstp.org.uk/get-involved/better-for-you-better-for-devon/

