
County Councillor’s Report, December 2019 
 

Fire Authority decision delayed, permission to speak refused 
 
The Fire Authority meeting on the proposals to close Colyton and other fire stations has been 
further postponed until 10th January, as the Fire Service did not wish to publish its chosen 
option during the General Election campaign. I asked the Authority chair, Cllr Sara Randall 
Johnson, if when the meeting finally takes place, I could address the Authority despite the fact 
that the Standing Orders do not allow public speaking, but she asked the Clerk of the Authority 
to write saying this would not be possible.  
 
This follows the Service’s refusal to attend DCC Scrutiny and also EDDC, and the Tory 
majority’s refusal to allow a motion on the closures to be discussed at the October DCC 
meeting. I have proposed a new motion in December. 
 
Seaton Environmental Action (SEA) launched 
 
I chaired a second public meeting on the climate and envrionmental emergency, in Seaton on 
6th November. The meeting agreed to set up Seaton Environmental Action and a SEA Trees 
group has already obtained 400 native saplings to plant and is looking for landowners and 
garden-owners who might be able to plant some of them. 
 
Devon Ash Die Back website launched by County Council 
 
Go to https://www.devonashdieback.org.uk 
 
Seaton Area Health Matters makes progress on Hospital 
 
I attended the SAHM committee on 30th October which heard that NHS Property Services are 
seriously entertaining the proposal for a health hub in Seaton Hospital. Detailed negotiations are 
expected shortly, although not until after the election. 
 
Highways and Traffic Orders Committee 
 
I attended this committee on 22nd November. Officers recommended not implementing the 
additional double yellow lines for Sidmouth Rd, Colyton, originally proposed by Colyton Parish 
Council, after two members of the public objected. However after I opposed this 
recommendation, it was agreed that the committee would undertake a site visit in December.  
 
Proposals for South St, Colyton, and New Cut, Beer, had been approved because no members 
of the public objected to them. 
 
 



 
Funding for Seaton Museum WWII displays 
 
I approved a locality grant of £475 to the Axe Valley Heritage Association for three new display 
panels, two concerning WWII and one for WWI, to be erected for the 75th anniversary of Victory 
in Europe in 2020. (I declared an interest as a Trustee of the Association.) I also attended the 
Association’s Committee meeting at which progress towards a Lottery Grant for refurbishment of 
the Museum was reported. 
 
Grant for Colyton Caterpillars 
 
I approved a grant of £1000 towards Colyton Caterpillars to continue their work with vulnerable 
local families and begin autism training. 
 
Grant for TRIP Community Transport 
 
I approved a grant of £500 for their Ring and Ride Service in East Devon, which is well used in 
the Seaton and Colyton area. 
 
Grant for Widworthy Parish Councils for roads work 
 
I also made a grant of £465.92 for materials for the Parish’s road warden to use. 
 
 
 
 
 


