
County Councillor’s Report, January 2020 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

 
The future of Colyton Primary and the other schools in the Axe Beacon Federation  
 
A new Ofsted report has graded Colyton Primary School ‘inadequate’. On December 11th, I 
attended a meeting of about 70 parents with the newly appointed chair of the governors and a 
representative of the County Council. It is clear that while there are problems in the school, 
particularly but not only over some provision for children with special educational needs and 
disabilities (SEND), parents had, overall, a much more positive appreciation of the school than 
Ofsted. 
 
As legally required, the Regional Schools Commissioner will now appoint a Multi-Academy Trust 
(MAT) to oversee improvements in the school. However it was also explained that in the coming 
months, the school will be permanently handed over to a MAT. Parents were very unhappy with 
this potential outcome, and I agree that it is inappropriate to hand over the local community 
school to a private company rather than simply dealing with the managerial problems which 
have been exposed. 
 
I have written to the Commissioner to express these concerns. I am also concerned that the 
removal of Colyton from the Axe Beacon schools federation will disrupt the federation and the 
three other schools, Seaton, Shute and Kilmington. 
 
Colyton Health Centre 
 
It’s good to be able to report a success. The Seaton and Colyton Medical Practice have 
informed me that their landlords, NHS Property Services, have reduced the service charges for 
Colyton Health Centre to a reasonable level and the dispute has been settled, thanks partly, 
they say, to the public pressure I put on at the Health Scrutiny Committee. 
 
Colyton Fire Station 
 
The Fire Station, meanwhile, remains under threat of closure. We shall learn on 2nd January 
whether the proposal has been firmed up after the consultation. The Fire Authority meeting to 
decide on the future of fire services takes place on 10th January. 
 
My motion at the County Council to request the Fire Authority to allow county councillors to 
speak on behalf of their constituents was voted down by the Conservative majority on 5th 
December, but I intend to be present at the Fire Authority meeting and to ask a question. 
 
 



Light pollution 
 
Recent research, including by Exeter University’s Ecolight Project, has suggested that light 
pollution may have far-reaching effects on biodiversity and ecology. I proposed a motion at the 
County Council that the Council should review the appropriateness of all external lighting for 
which the Council is responsible in the light of this concern, in conjunction with its Climate 
Emergency planning. This will now be considered by the Cabinet. 
 
Sidmouth Road, Colyton, parking restriction 
 
I attended a site meeting with the chair of HATOC, Cllr Stuart Hughes, officers, parish 
councillors and residents about the proposed double yellow lines on the north side of the road. It 
was agreed by everyone that lines on the south side would be better, and a proposal to this 
effect will go into the next HATOC round. 
 
Seaton and Colyton Traffic Group 
 
The next meeting will take place on Monday 6th January in Colyton Town Hall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


