
County Councillor’s Report October 2019 
 

Colyton Fire Station 
 

1. I submitted a 21-point document the Fire Service’s Consultation, outlining the 
weaknesses of the proposals. 

2. At my instigation, the County Council’s Corporate Infrastructure and Regulatory Services 
Scrutiny Committee agreed to express its concern to the Fire Service about their 
decision not to attend our committee on 26th September. 

3. I have submitted a motion to the County Council meeting on October 3rd. 
4. I shall be writing to all Fire Authority members before their November 8th meeting. 

 
Colyton Health Centre 
 
I put an item on the agenda of the Health and Adult Care Scrutiny Committee on 23rd 
September about NHS Property Services’ extortionate increases in service charges for the 
centre, which ultimately threaten its viability and the continuing provision of a GP surgery in 
Colyton. The Committee shared my concerns and is writing to NHSPS and the Clinical 
Commissioning Group urging a resolution of the property company’s differences with the Seaton 
and Colyton Medical Practice. 
 
Devon Libraries 
 
At the September 26th meeting of the Corporate Infrastructure and Regulatory Services 
Scrutiny committee, I asked numerous questions of the new head of Libraries Unlimited, Alex 
Kittow, the head of libraries, Simon Kitchen, and the Cabinet member responsible, Roger 
Croad. Overall I felt that there was more acknowledgement of the challenges facing the Library 
service and the problem represented, especially but not only for smaller libraries, by the 
decade-long decline in book issues, opening hours and professional staffing. However we still 
await a clear, coherent strategy to address these issues.  
 
Broadband rollout and the Gigaclear fiasco 
 
Scrutiny also heard a report on the implications of the cancellation of the main contract issued 
by Connecting Devon and Somerset (the quango which received government money and is 
supported by the two county councils, to achieve rollout in rural areas). 5 contracts were given 
to Gigaclear, which were supposed to have been completed in December 2019 but only one 
has been completed and the rest were finally cancelled in July after many months of fruitless 
re-negotiations with the company. 

The work will now be put out to tender again (but not until 2020) and there will need to be a 
12-month tender process to find a new contractor. Meanwhile, the continuation of funding to 



2023, for which CDS has asked, has not been confirmed. This is because - due to Boris 
Johnson’s electoral strategy - the Chancellor, Sajid Javid, only announced a one-year spending 
review rather than the longer-term review which was expected. CDS’s funding was not 
mentioned, but they are lobbying to ensure that it is re-confirmed. 

Even if the funding is restored, officers agreed that the 2023 target is likely to prove unrealistic 
for a new contractor. So we are looking (at best) at something like a 5-year overshoot, and even 
if it is completed, the CDS programme will still leave thousands of homes in Devon without the 
‘full-fibre ultra-fast broadband’ which Johnson is currently promising. 

No Deal dangers 
 
Government documents have revealed that serious dangers to health, farming, the economy, 
etc. remain despite £8 billion being spent on preparations. I have asked for a series of written 
answers to be provided at the Council meeting on October 3rd, to clarify the likely situation in 
Devon. I also spoke at a protest over the suspension of Parliament, in Exeter on September 7th. 
 
Barline, Beer, turning circle 
 
I have written supporting residents who wish to continue turning their cars at the road end. 
 
Meadow Road, Seaton, parking restrictions 
 
Together with the neighbourhood Highways Officer, I met with a local resident who wished to 
see further restrictions, but have since heard from other residents who oppose this move. I 
welcome further expressions of views in order to be able to decide whether this proposal should 
be taken further.  
 
Seaton Area Health Matters questionnaire 
 
A major local questionnaire is coming soon - please watch out and spread awareness of it! 
 
‘Outstanding’ grade for local care home 
 
Dove Court in Seaton was awarded this grade by the Care Quality Commission. I have written 
to congratulate them. The Check House was graded outstanding last year. 
 
Archaeology Service masterclass  
 
I attended an excellent presentation which mentioned the famous Seaton Hoard of Roman coins 
- but I was told that the site was (just) in Colyton parish! 


