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The coronavirus crisis 
 
I am pleased that the Government has finally introduced a comprehensive lockdown. I do not 
want to spread false optimism, but there now may be some hope that the South West will be 
spared the very worst, since our known rate of infection is lower than other regions’.  
 
However we also started with the least provision of any region for ICU beds. So our NHS will still 
come under great pressure, however much beds, ventilators and staffing are improved, as the 
NHS are making huge efforts to do. 
 
I was the first county councillor to raise the coronavirus crisis, at the Council meeting on 20th 
February. I said then that we in Devon faced a ‘perfect storm’ if the virus took hold, due to our 
elderly population and underprovision in the NHS, and pressed for urgent action.  
 
During March I have repeatedly pressed for stronger social distancing measures. I issued a 
statement together with four other members of the Health Scrutiny Committee, urging the 
Government to accelerate the introduction of stronger measures. Obviously it is good that in the 
end, the Government listened, but their delays will cost lives.  
 
The County Council has stated that a major priority is to look after people in the care homes for 
which it is responsible.  
 
Town and parish responses and funding 
 
I am heartened that many councils and communities now have local schemes in place to 
support those who need help, and these will be coordinated with the national NHS volunteer 
support scheme, being managed in Devon by the County Council.  
 
The County Council has launched the COVID-19 Prompt Action Fund (details already sent to 
parishes) to help, and local schemes can apply for instant grants of up to £500. 
 
My Locality Budget is also available, of course, and I can now fast-track applications for the 
2020-21 money. 
 
Sutton Tip is now closed. 
 
Bus services and community transport 
 
The County Council says: Bus companies are facing a very difficult situation as passenger 
numbers fall drastically alongside staffing issues and loss of income.  



  
In response, bus companies are planning to reduce their services, inevitably with less than the 
usual notice period. They are doing this in discussion with the County Council who are 
supporting them in obtaining short-notice authorization from the Traffic Commissioner. Some 
community transport groups have closed down, others have altered their services. 
  
At present the best advice for anyone having to undertake essential travel is to check with their 
local bus company or community transport group before travelling. 
 
Devon NHS Long-Term Plan 
 
By chance I joined the Health and Adult Care Scrutiny Committee, at its meeting on 12th March, 
the last meeting I attended before self-isolating. One item was this plan, drafted before the 
present crisis, trying to achieve further reductions in spending. I’m afraid to say that it did not 
even mention pandemic or epidemic planning. I think it is safe to conclude that it will have to be 
looked at from top to bottom, as will national NHS policy, when this crisis is over. 
 
Highways delays 
 
I received general information before the lockdown that the contractors are behind because of 
the wet weather. Now, of course, the lockdown will hamper their attempts to catch up. 
 
Bus service consultation 
 
The Government has extra funding to allow councils to increase support for bus services. There 
is a consultation https://www.traveldevon.info/bus/dft-bus-funding-consultation-20-21/ to help 
decide Devon’s response. I urge you to fill it in, as well as sending me your ideas. 
 
Progress on 20 mph limits 
 
Seaton, Colyton and Beer have now all agreed that they wish to move towards 20 limits in their 
centres. The County Council has decided, however, that before a comprehensive change in 
Speed Limit Policy can be implemented the results of the Newton Abbot 20 mph trial scheme 
must be evaluated, as this will inform what the policy should be.  
 
A Cabinet working group will now consider how new requests for 20 mph schemes should be 
managed in the meantime and make a recommendation. I will follow up when we know this.  
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