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Coronavirus preparations 
I asked for a report on this at the Council on 20th February and this was the reply:  

‘Public Health England (has) put in place arrangements to contain the spread of the virus which 
are currently being implemented with all immediate changes required according to the status of 
the outbreak. 

‘When the World Health Organisation described the outbreak as public health emergency of 
international concern, the NHS and Devon County Council immediately implemented enhanced 
planning arrangements for Covid-19 and continue to do so on a daily basis. As an example of 
the planning activities going on, Devon County Council’s Director of Public Health chairs a daily 
teleconference which includes emergency planning, social care and human resources. NHS 
providers in Devon also currently have regular teleconferences, chaired by the NHS Devon 
Clinical Commissioning Group, which includes the three Directors of Public Health. We also 
participate in a call with PHE and the universities in the South West. 

‘Communications are being led by the Department of Health and Social Care/Public Health 
England and are cascaded by our own communications team. In addition, the Local Resilience 
Forum, through its networks of emergency planning staff, have been reviewing the updated 
Devon and Cornwall Pandemic Influenza Plan and its supporting plans. Should a Covid-19 
Pandemic be declared, this plan will be implemented immediately.’ 

Coly Road closure 
This closure has caused very significant disruption. I worked with Colyton Parish Council and 
Highways to establish the responsibilities of the works promoters and to get the road reopened 
as soon as possible. When we became aware of the disruption to the 885 bus service, I offered 
the Parish Council £1,000 from the Locality Budget towards the replacement bus service which 
was run successfully through the closure period.  
 
Flooded section of Colyton to Sutton Tip road 
I have been working with Stephen Kelly, the Neighbourhood Highways Officer, to get the 
chronic flooding over a 50-yard stretch dealt with, and I put down a written question about the 
issue at the County Council on 20th February (in discussion, I asked if it would have taken so 
long to resolve this problem had it been on a road between urban centres).  
 
The same day as the Council meeting, the flood was cleared by the vactor jetter. Stephen also 
reports: ‘There is some evidence that the landowner has cleared some of the debris however 
they will need to start clearing the pipe under their land as this will not take to much to block 
again in its current state. I will contact the landowner and advise. I will also arrange for the large 
defect pothole that has opened up to be repaired.’ 
 
 



Primary schools shake-up (Colyton and Seaton) 
The proposed transfer of Colyton to a Multi-Academy Trust is proceeding, and the governors 
have organised another meeting for parents early next month. Proposals have also been 
developed to dissolve the Axe Beacon Federation so that Seaton Primary will now be 
freestanding, but with assistance from another federation.  
 
I asked a question about this at County Council, and said that there should have been more 
consultation with parents and staff. I shall be meeting the Axe Beacon Chair of Governors and a 
member of the Devon schools governance team early in March to discuss the situation. 
 
A35 
I attended a meeting organised by Kilmington and Offwell parish councils, with Colyton, 
Widworthy, Shute and Dalwood also in attendance, where Highways England reported that the 
Average Speed Camera scheme, including crossings in Wilmington, is now going forward for 
detailed work and value management assessment. The earliest it will be built is 2022-23. 
 
20 mph speed limits 
The County is exploring a possible policy change in the direction of more widespread 20 limits in 
town and village centres. Work is progressed on how a town-wide 20 trial scheme may be 
delivered for Newton Abbot. As the project develops there will be extensive consultation with 
partner organisations.  
 
Seaton Town Council has supported the principle of a town-wide 20 scheme and if Colyton and 
Beer are interested in similar proposals, I would put forward a division-wide proposal with a view 
to putting ourselves at the head of the queue, if and when 20 limits are more widely rolled out. 
 
Speed Watch 
The Police have been piloting CSW Online, with plans to roll out across the whole force area 
during March and April 2020. 
 
Seaton Down Hill markings 
I asked for an explanation for the removal of the road markings. They will be re-done to fit the 
new 40 limit, but work had been delayed due to the weather. 
 
Light pollution 
I proposed a motion at Council asking for us to assess the Council’s external lighting in the light                  
of the severe risks to insect populations of excessive lighting. The Council will be investigating               
what steps it can take and I have drawn their attention to the research programme at Exeter                 
University with which they might cooperate. 
 


