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Health and Adult Care Scrutiny Committee  

I took part in this committee on 16 June, the first meeting since the pandemic began. The 
overall picture is that things have moved too slowly at most stages, mainly because the local 
situation has been dependent on the flawed national response. Here are my key takeaways 
(and some of my inputs): 

● Devon’s overall death toll is lower than the national average – but we still have had 
more deaths in Devon than they’ve had in Australia and New Zealand combined. 

● The care home death toll (half of all deaths) is less would be expected given the 
community infections. This suggests that the County Council’s operation to support 
care homes may have helped. But in March, Devon NHS still followed the infamous 
national directive to discharge hospital patients into care homes without testing. It is 
likely that this helped cause some outbreaks. Only when I pressed was there any 
acknowledgement of such possible failings in the early part of the pandemic.  

● Devon leaders have been pressing the Government, together with other local 
government leaders, for more local management of the crisis (as I and others were 
arguing in April) and this has influenced Government policy for the next phase of the 
pandemic. However although Devon is a ‘beacon council’ for the new tracing system 
which was supposed to be running by June 1st, we are still waiting for it to be fully 
functional. So although we now have very few cases of Covid-19 in Devon and we 
could effectively track, trace and isolate every new case, it’s not clear that we’re 
actually doing that. 

● The big takeaway of the pandemic for the CCG is the advantages of e-consultations 
with both GPs and hospital consultants. While I recognise that they can indeed help 
all concerned, I questioned (in the light of complaints made by constituents) whether 
they might not also exclude some people, and said research was needed on how 
they affected access to services. I worry that the shift to e-consultation might have 
contributed to the drop in demand for urgent non-Covid services, which may cause 
people to miss out on crucial treatments. 

● I pressed on the need to separate care homes from clinical provision, and for regular 
testing of people coming into care homes, as well as staff and residents, to enable 
family visits to resume. I was assured that work on these issues is in progress … but 
yet again it depends largely on national guidelines. 

● I also pressed on ‘elective’ treatments, especially surgery, much of which already 
had long waiting lists before the pandemic. I asked for a plan to resolve the backlog, 
and was told that this was being addressed (but nothing concrete). 

● It is recognised that the provision of services (and the Devon NHS Local Plan) will 
need to be revised in the light of the pandemic experience and post-pandemic 



challenges. There was a lot of emphasis in the papers on doing things locally … we 
didn’t get to discuss this, but this will be a big issue over the coming months. I intend 
to press for new roles for our community hospitals. 

Stop Line Way cycle route 

Negotiations are still continuing with the landowner for purchase of the land needed to link up 
the route in the Wetlands, with funding in the County’s 2020-21 budget for this. There is also 
£500,000 in the 2021-22 budget to complete the Seaton-Colyford section. However the 
County’s Transportation team has stated to me that despite the recent national funding for cycle 
schemes, Devon is prioritising urban areas, and that as far as the Stop Line Way is concerned, 
‘The position remains the same that we have no intention to commit further resource to the 
remainder of the route, based on current funding and other County Council cycling and 
multi-use trail priorities.’  

They have also referred me to an earlier reply: “In terms of the rest of the route, I can see there 
are some challenges in securing a continuation of the route across the Common (avoiding 
rejoining Seaton Road and passing through Colyford on Swan Hill Road) as there are likely to 
be Environment Agency and land acquisition constraints making this section problematic. 
Similarly, there are constraints with continuing the route along the Axe valley with floodplain and 
tenant farmers on land between Cownhayne and Whitford, therefore I would suggest the 
alternative of using quiet lanes still enable onward links through to Kilmington where it joins the 
off-road section through to Axminster. With limited annual funding and limited Government grant 
funding for such schemes, I’m afraid there is a limit to how much progress we can realistically 
make.” 

I have said that I’m not satisfied with this and will continue to press. But it looks as though we 
may need more ambitious national financing for cycling programmes to make progress. 

Seaton Seafront Enhancement Scheme 

As reported last month, I facilitated the overcoming of the Highways obstacles to 
commencement of Phase 1 of the scheme. However due to the Covid situation, Seaton Town 
Council is now unable to commence before the existing planning permission runs out on August 
7th, and will decide at its meeting on July 1st whether to submit a new application for the 
project. I have also been discussing how with EDDC colleagues how to progress the scheme, 
which will greatly improve the seafront and make it more attractive both for residents and 
visitors. 


