
County Councillor’s Report, June 2020 
 
The pandemic situation 
 
I took part in an NHS webinar on 27 May. The latest situation is that the epidemic is waning in 
Devon, with about 50 Covid beds in use at the moment, compared to 200 at the peak 6 weeks 
ago. The Weston closure was due to an outbreak among hospital staff and is not impacting 
Devon. 
 
In the short term, the Clinical Commissioning Group expect further improvement. Indeed it has 
been reported that there have been several consecutive days without cases in East Devon. 
However even a modest opening up over the summer could increase the ‘R’ level and they are 
planning for a second peak in September or October.  
 
In the worst case for which they are planning, if R rose to 1.2, all 1200 beds available in Devon, 
including the new Exeter Nightingale hospital, could be occupied. This would mean many 
hundreds of extra deaths in Devon, far more than we have had so far. This is the reason why it 
is essential to do as the Government says, not as it does, and keep up social distancing. 
‘Shielding’ people are being asked to isolate at least until 30th June. 
 
Track and trace 
 
Together with some other county councillors, I have been pressing since mid-April for Devon to 
trial a new track, trace and isolate system. We argued that in view of the relatively low level of 
infection here, it would be possible to make it work more easily than in most areas. Finally, we 
now have the Government’s agreement that Devon can be in the first group of areas for their 
new system, and I look forward to hearing the details of this. When this is working, we will have 
greater certainty than any local return of the virus can be eliminated. 
 
Discharges from hospitals into care homes 
 
The greatest national scandal of the last three months is the mass death in care homes. There 
have been over 70 outbreaks in Devon, about a dozen of which are still ongoing. In our local 
area, there are likely to have been more deaths in care homes than in the community.  
 
Particularly outrageous was the national policy of discharging hospital patients, including those 
who had had Covid, into care homes without testing. Since mid-April, the rules have specified 
testing and also quarantining of Covid patients before discharge, which is a big improvement, 
but I remain concerned about the whole policy of discharges. Since tests can give false 
negatives, and since the disease can last 7-8 weeks, flaring up after being dormant, I have been 
pressing the NHS and DCC to stop all discharges into homes, and set up separate ‘step down 
care’ for patients who are not ready to go home, e.g. in a community hospital.  
 



Stop Line Way  
 
I am continuing to monitor progress on the scheme to fill in the missing link of the cycle route in 
the Wetlands, for which there is over £100k in the County’s budget for this year. When I last 
heard a fortnight ago, we were still waiting for the landowner to agree. 
 
When the Government announced extra money for cycling and walking, I immediately asked the 
County to put forward the remaining sections of the Stop Line Way from Colyford to Axminster 
for funding. Sadly, Stuart Hughes (the Cabinet member for Highways) gave me a straight ‘No’, 
since they are prioritising urban routes in Exeter, Barnstaple and Newton Abbott which they 
think are likely to be funded. However I will continue to press on this at every opportunity, as I 
know how important it is to many people in the area. 
 
Speeding through Wilmington 
 
A resident complained that the lockdown, while reducing traffic on the A35 through the village, 
had increased speeding, and suggested Highways England should put up temporary warning 
signs. I took this to HE, but unfortunately this was also a ‘No’. 
 
Highways issues 
 
I have taken up a number of issues, brought to me by parishes and residents in Seaton, Beer, 
Branscombe and Southleigh, with the Niehgbourhood Highways Officer. 
 
Seaton Nub News 
 
Some may be aware of the Nub News series of websites (Honiton, Exmouth, Sidmouth, etc.) 
There is now a Seaton site, too, edited by Philip Evans and Francesca Evans of the 
much-missed View From papers, at https://seaton.nub.news. I am writing a monthly column - 
which may overlap rather with this report! 
 
 

https://seaton.nub.news/

